Federal Department of Foreign Affairs

Switzerland

Mrs. Jacqueline Hengl

EUFASA coordinator

c/o Austrian Foreign Affairs Spouses’ Association

Minoritenplatz 8, 1014 Vienna

Bern, July 7th, 2006
XXII EUFASA Conference recommendation concerning the spouses of staff-members of the Ministries of Foreign Affairs

Dear Mrs. Hengl,

Thank you for your letter of 22 May 2006, in which you inform me about the 22nd EUFASA Conference in Vienna. I sincerely appreciate your commitment to safeguarding the interests of spouses and partners as well as the fact that the representatives of Switzerland are also able to participate in EUFASA’s activities. The Federal Department of Foreign Affairs acknowledges the important role of partners in fulfilling the duties of our staff, and not only while they are posted abroad.
We at the DFA take proposals concerning partners seriously. It is therefore a pleasure for me to inform you that  the DFA implemented most of your organisation’s recommendations some time ago. We will continue our efforts to this respect, recognizing the important role of the spouses of staff members.

This is why EUFASA’a recommendations are most welcome and will be given serious consideration.

I wish EUFASA every success in its future activities.

Yours faithfully,

Micheline Calmy-Rey

Federal Councillor

