ROYAL MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

EUFASA - European Union Foreign Affairs Spouses' Association

Att: Jacquline Hengl

Minoritenplatz 8, 1014 Wien

Austria

30 June 2006

Dear Jacqueline Hengl,

On behalf of the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, I would like to thank you for valuable inputs in regard to family policies.

As a matter of fact, we are already emphasizing the work to create a family friendly environment for our employees. Thus, many of your recommendations are already implemented through our action plan on family matters, for instance the creation of Family Officers and the offering of language training for spouses. Still, there are obvious challenges we have to work to improve, in particular the dual-career issue.

Furthermore, to ensure good communication on family issues we have established formal lines of communication both with the trade unions of the Ministry and the Norwegian Spouses’ Association.

We wish you the best of luck with your work.

Regards

Anne-Britt Thoresen

Assistant Director General

Personnel Management Section

